Planning and Zoning Board
Minutes

April 30, 2008

Call to Order:
Agnes Martin, Chairwoman called the meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board to order at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday April 30th, 2008. 

Roll Call:
Those present were Agnes Martin, Chairwoman, Darnell Moorer, Vice-Chairman, David Rashmir, Glenn Mathis, Mary Parker, and Cindy Norwood, Secretary.

Also present was Steve Pearson, Director of Planning, Building and Zoning Dept. and Mike Tuttle, Building Inspector.

Approval of

Minutes:
David Rashmir made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 5th, 2008 meeting as published. Darnell Moorer seconded the motion. Voting on the motion was unanimous. 

Old Business:

None.

New Business:
Rezoning Request / RM-85 Multi-Family Residential to C-2 Central Commercial

1023 Finley Drive – Forest Park, Ga. 30297
Ms. Martin asked Steve Pearson to read the Staff Report. Mr. Pearson stated, “Tonight, we have before us, at issue, a rezoning petition filed by Reverend Charles Grant to rezone a 200’ x 200’; 0.918 acre tract of land lying and being in Land Lot 49 of the 13th District of Clayton County, Forest Park, Ga. 30297.  Clayton County Economic Opportunity, Inc. purchased this parcel; Clayton County Tax Identification Number 13-49A B001; aka 1023 Finley Drive, Forest Park, Georgia 30297 from Mitchell McKinney on November 8, 2007. This parcel is improved with a brick house and several accessory buildings. Reverend Charles Grant has stewardship of this property, and desires to utilize the house structure for administrative offices as an ancillary use to his current operation at 1000 Main Street, Clayton County Community Service Authority, Inc. Reverend Grant also desires to include this parcel in the overall redevelopment plan currently underway along the Main Street corridor. This parcel, if properly zoned, in this case C-2 Central Commercial, would be a welcomed component to the mixed-use development planned by the City for this area. The property was posted on April 11, 2008 with a sign depicting meeting dates, times and locations of the Public Hearings. The legal ad for the required Public Hearings ran in the April 18, 2008 and April 25, 2008 editions, in the legal section of the Clayton News Daily. Notification letters were sent to fourteen (14) adjacent property owners advising them of the Public Hearings. The Planning and Zoning Board meets tonight, in this courtroom to consider the petition and make recommendation. ). A second Public Hearing will be held on May 19th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 745 Forest Pkwy., Forest Park, Ga. 30297. Also, during the regular scheduled Council meeting, the petition will be considered and a final decision will be rendered by Council that same night.  The Staff Report that I am about to give is required by State Law O.C.G.A. § 36-66-4, 36-66-5, and 36-67-3 and the City of Forest Park Code of Ordinance Section 8-8-106 Standards of Review.  In ruling upon any application for zoning map amendment or upon any application for conditional use or upon any other application for which the discretion of the Mayor and Council or other decision making bodies are otherwise invoked, they shall at all times act in the best interest of the health, safety and morals and general welfare of the City. In doing so they will consider one or more of the following factors, as it may be relevant to each application.  

1. Would the proposed amendment be consistent and compatible with the City’s Land Use and Development, plans, goals, and objectives?  Yes, it would be compatible with commercial uses along the Main Street redevelopment corridor.
2. Would the proposed amendment tend to increase, to decrease, or have no impact on traffic safety and congestion in the streets?  Insignificant impact on congestion in the streets and no traffic safety issues.  
3. Would the proposed amendment tend to increase, to decrease, or to have no relationship to safety from fire and other dangers? No relationship.

4. Would the proposed amendment tend to promote, to diminish, or to have no influence on the public health and general welfare of the City? Promote the public health and general welfare by providing a safe and compatible use with the surrounding area. 

5. Would the proposed amendment tend to increase, to decrease or to have no influence on the adequacy of light and air? No influence on light or air. 

6. Would the proposed amendment tend to cause, to prevent, or to have no influence on the overcrowding of land? No influence. 

7. Would the proposed amendment tend to cause, to prevent, or to have no relationship on the population distribution within the City, thus creating any area so dense in population as to adversely affect the health, safety and general welfare of the City? Decrease potential impact.   

8. Would the proposed amendment tend to impede, to facilitate, or to have no impact on the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, or other public services, utilities or facilities? Insignificant impact.

9. Would the proposed amendment tend to be compatible with environmental conditions in light of surrounding developments? If compatible, what factors, if any, would diminish the value, use and enjoyment of surrounding properties?  Compatible with environmental conditions of the surrounding areas. (Existing commercial area)

10. Would the proposed amendment tend to promote, to diminish, or to have no influence upon the aesthetic affect of existing and future uses of the property and the surrounding area?  No influence.

11. Would the proposed amendment have measurable adverse economic effect on the value of surrounding or adjacent property? No adverse effect on the value of surrounding area. 

12. Would the proposed amendment create an isolated district unrelated to adjacent and nearby districts? No, in fact, the current RM-85 Multi-Family Residential zoning designation creates an island or isolated district unrelated to adjacent and nearby districts. This rezoning to C-2 Central Commercial zoning designation will remedy this situation. 

It is the Staff’s recommendation to approve this rezoning petition based upon a careful review of the issue. 
Ms. Martin asked if there were any questions for Mr. Pearson. There were no questions for Mr. Pearson. Ms. Martin stated that the Board would hear from the petitioner.  
Ms. Yates stated that she would answer any questions that the Board may have. Ms. Martin asked about the parking. Ms. Yates stated that parking would be on the Main Street side. Mr. Moorer asked how many offices they would have at that location. Ms. Yates stated probably three at the most.  Mr. Moorer asked if there would be any mechanical work at that location. Ms. Yates stated no there would not be any. Mr. Rashmir asked what exactly did the Clayton County Community Services Authority, Inc. do. Ms. Yates stated that they were a non-profit organization that provided social services to low income families (Head Start Program, Emergency Services Assistance, Transportation for elderly, etc.).
Ms. Martin asked if there were any further questions or anyone to speak against the petition. There were no further questions or anyone to speak against the petition. 

Darnell Moorer made a motion to approve recommendation of the petition. Glenn Mathis seconded the motion. Voting on the motion was unanimous. 

Ms. Martin stated that they would forward their recommendation to Mayor and Council and this matter would be heard for final consideration at the May 19th, 2008 regular Council meeting.
Other Business:

None.

Adjournment:
David Rashmir made a motion to adjourn. Mary Parker seconded the motion. Voting on the motion was unanimous. 
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